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SUBJECT: POLITICAL PROCESSIONS NOW BANNED THROUGHOUT JAMAICA 

REF: KINGSTON 5362 

1 . THE "COMPETENT AUTHORITY" UNDER THE STATE OF EMERGENCY 
(SOE), I.E., THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE AND THE CHIEF OF 
STAFF (COS) OF THE JAMAICA DEFENSE FORCE, YESTERDAY 

(DEC 9) EXTENDED THE PROHIBITION ON POLITICAL PROCES- 
SIONS THROUGHOUT JAMAICA. UNDER THE BAN IMPOSED THE PRE- 
VIOUS DAY (REFTEL), POLITICAL PROCESSIONS HAD BEEN 
BANNED ONLY IN THE KINGSTON-ST. ANDREW CORPORATE AREA. 

THE NEW ISLAND WIDE ORDER PROHIBITS ALL PROCESSIONS, 

MARCHES. AND MOTOCADES AND LIMITS TO FIVE PERSONS THOSE 
WHO MAY ACCOMPANY CANDIDATES DURING HOUSE-TO-HOUSE 
CANVASSING. 

2. COMMENT: THE EXTENSION OF THE BAN THROUGHOUT 
JAMAICA CLEARLY REFLECTS OFFICIAL CONCERN OVER THE 
LEVEL OF VIOLENCE WHICH NOW CHARACTERIZES THE 
CURRENT CAMPAIGN. FOR EXAMPLE, THE "DAILY GLEANER" 

TODAY REPORTS THAT THREE PEOPLE WERE KILLED AND TWO 
INJURED IN TWO SEPARATE INCIDENTS IN CLARENDON PARISH 
ON DEC 8 AND 9. 
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3. THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE BAN IS MADE SOLELY IN 
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THE NAME OF THE "COMPETENT AUTHORITY", AND THERE IS 
NO REFERENCE TO THE GOVERNMENT. THE GOVERNMENT HAS 
IN THE PAST STATED THAT IT LEAVES IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THE SOE TO THE "COMPETENT AUTHORITY" BUT HAS BEEN 
QUITE EVIDENT, STANDING AT THE SHOULDER OF THE COM- 
MISSIONER AND THE COS. IN THIS INSTANCE, WE ASSUME THAT 
THE ABSENCE OF ANY REFERENCE, EVEN IMPLICIT, TO THE 
GOVERNMENT REPRESENTS A DESIRE ON THE PART OF THE 
RULING PNP TO AVOID ANY CHARGE THAT IT IS HAMPERING THE 
JLP IN THE LATTER'S CAMPAIGNING. WE ADOPT THIS VIEW 
SINCE WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE THAT THE "COMPETENT 
AUTHORITY" IS LOOKING INDEPENDENTLY. 

GERARD 
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